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been warned, I shall not fall, and you may be easy about my
virtue/'
Gauguin, however, did not long retain his early enthusiasm
for the island* Malaria that he had contracted in Panama
developed and he and Charles were ill periodically with the
fever.
The heat was intense during the hot season, varying in a
day from 20 to 40 degrees centigrade. The humidity was
exhausting to all Europeans, and yellow fever, the worst
scourge of the island, was a perpetual danger, for it had not
yet been conquered. The colours and tones of the island, the
luxuriance of the forests, were forgotten in the moment
when the two painters were overcome with illness*
His letters to Mette became harsh and bitter again* "I
saw you in April with pleasure but I noticed in your character
the same points that make our life together difficult. Always
the same revolt, more violent than ever and always more
sensitive to flattery than to truth/' And again: "My poor
Mette, I am sorry that I am not dead* It seems that since I
left Copenhagen everything has gone wrong. It is true after
all that nothing good happens when the family is separated/'
And; "If only we detested each other! (hatred above all),
but you begin to 'feel the need of a husband just when it "is
impossible * * * Until we meet, my dear wife, I embrace you
and love you (I ought to hate you when I look back and when
I see the wicked passions that separated us* Since that day
everything has gone from bad to worse* * * .)"
Gauguin had worked eagerly at the beginning and had put
into his palette colours that he had not used before* His
greens had become brighter* At last also it had been necessary
for him to use a near-black, a colour that was anathema to the
orthodox Impressionists, in his painting of the flesh of the
negresses and mulattos of the island* From Emile Bernard
he was later to learn the composition of a denser black, with the
use of prussian-blue. That rime was yet to come, and he was
forced to do what he could with the colours that he had with